
A&WMA Baltimore-Washington Chapter 

Board Meeting Summary 

May 16, 2019, 12:00 p.m. 

Call in: (703) 935-2811, Conference ID: 48136806 

1. Present 

a. Flint Webb, Chair 

b. Tiffany Dillow, Past Chair 

c. Cathe Kalicz, Treasurer 

d. Janine Whitken, Secretary 

e. Susan Wierman, Director 

f. Ryan Christman, Director 

g. Adam Eisele, Director 

h. Julian Levy, Emeritus 😊 

2. Consent Agenda  

a. Approval of the Agenda and the April 26 meeting minutes with corrections by 

unanimous concent. 

3. Secretary’s Report (Whitken)  

a. Annual Report.  Flint sent a copy to the board after the April 26th board call; no 

discussion of areas to work on for 2019. 

4. Treasurer’s Report (Kalisz)  

a. Balance: $7022.56 

b. PayPal account status: No update. 

c. Audit Committee: Cathe reported that the Chapter lacked some documentation of 

payments that Clara is researching. 

5. South Atlantic States Section Report (Webb/Christman)  

a. The March SASS Board meeting was held on 15 May. Flint reported discussion of 

ideas to increase revenue for SASS, specifically a waste information exchange 

conference on June 18 at RTP in conjunction with ASME meeting (Bob Hall is Chair of 

the ASME Committee).   

b. Providing $1000 in travel costs for students traveling to ACE.  

c. COP 25-Mike DeBussehere, former president of AWMA, is looking for financial 

support to attend Conference of Principals on climate change. 

6. Committees  

a. Membership (Wierman):    

i. Lapsed members.  Discussed process for emeritus members. 
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b. Nominating (Dillow): Tiffany identified one prospect. Discussed Janine leaving 

Secretary role to allow for a new member.  Cathe and Ryan plan to continue in their 

roles.  

c. Education (Levy/Wierman/Webb):  

i. Julian/Flint/Susan had a very good meeting with Fernando Miralles-Wilhelm and 

Tim Canty at University of Maryland College Park (UMD) on May 9.   

ii. We are planning a “Careers Day” program with UMD in October that we can use 

as a recruitment drive for a student chapter.  Julian noted that UMD sees this 

also as an opportunity to recruit students to their program. Action item: Julian 

(Chair) and Susan (Co-Chair) to start the committee for planning “Career Day.” 

iii. We are also planning a mini-conference in February/March 2020 with the idea 

that presentations from prior technical meetings, primarily American 

Meteorology Society, could be reframed for the audience in this region.  Susan 

noted that this presents an opportunity to set up regional science meetings of 

interest to members and non-members and recommended that the BW Chapter 

cosponsor this event. Action item: Continue to discuss how to establish a 

committee and members to start planning the regional science meeting. 

iv. There is an active AMS chapter on campus already.  Tim Canty is the faculty 

advisor for the AMS chapter.  One option might be to re-charter the AMS 

chapter as an A&WMA chapter. 

v. Action item: Flint will put Tim Canty and Fernando Miralles-Wilhelm on the 

distribution list for our activities and Julian will follow up to confirm that Flint is 

the point of contact to be advised of their events. – Done  

d. Outreach/Web site (Dillow):  

i. Tiffany requested that Stephanie Phillips, SASS Secretary, to put in a link to the 

Chapter by-laws and a link to the “How to get the most out of ACE” presentation. 

7. Program  

a. June (Poffenberger): Regulatory Changes    

i. UMD could be available as a venue.  Jeff King indicated that COG could be a 

venue. Susan reported that Clara requested a contact at MDE.  Proposed date of 

first week of June based on availability of Cecily and meeting space should be 

proposed to do more planning and adequate notice. Action item: Susan to 

discuss dates with Clara and potential for a September meeting date for 

regulatory review program. – Overcome by Events (OBE) 

b. July (Dillow): Environmental Ethics class?  

i. Tiffany researched packaged courses on ethics that would meet both the 

continuing education requirements for lawyers and Professional Engineers. 



Action item: Tiffany will contact Clara Poffenberger about coordinating 

Environmental Ethics class. 

ii. Flint sent the requirements for the MD PE ethics requirements to Tiffany and 

Clara. 

c. August: Social event or “brown bag” webinar?  Discussed requesting Clara and Susan 

to present their ACE topics: opportunities and risk due to recent changes in EPA 

Policies and review of historic NOx emissions and drivers to control peaking plants.  

d. September (?): TBD  

e. October (Julian?): Careers event at UMD  

f. Future Ideas:  

i. Should we consider registering our events with Eventbrite 

(https://www.eventbrite.com/organizer/pricing/)?  It looks like it is free for free 

events. 

ii. Presentation training:  Cathe suggested that it would be a good class – 

particularly for YP members. 

iii. Tour of a Materials Recycling Facility:  One of the suggestions at the S&CC 

meeting was to have plant trips.   

iv. Climate Changes in the DC Metro Area: Jason Samenow 

(jason.samenow@washpost.com), founder of the Washington Post’s Capital 

Weather Gang, spoke about observed and predicted climate change impacts in 

the Washington DC area to the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust in March.  

8. Old business  

a. Outreach to George Mason University (Chistman) planned for Fall when students 

return. 

9. New business 

a. Julian identified an issue with the State of the Air Report by American Lung 

Association because it is misleading in pointing to decreasing air quality without 

clear explanation of the unique years or pollutants to which this may apply. Julian 

recommended that AWMA should be more proactive in promoting the successes of 

its members in advances for cleaner air quality. Action Item: The Board will discuss 

how to get the word out about how much the air quality has improved at next 

meeting. 

10. Closing  

a. Review of Action Items- all completed or overcome by events. 

11. Schedule next meeting 3rd Thursday of each month from 12-1.  Action Item: Flint to 

send out invite for recurring meeting.  

12. Adjourn  
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